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The man who secured the most prisoners for this sac*
rifice was regarded as the champion, and the warriors
devoted to the god believed that they would remain in
his service after death and would share his life. He is
usually represented as licking up the blood of his vic-
tims, and his chief festival was celebrated by the sym-
bolic sacrifice of all the other gods by attiring and
painting the victims to represent the lesser deities. It
is a most interesting and remarkable fact that this
Aztec sun-god is usually represented with a project-
ing tongue, and with conventionalized jaguars in his
hands or at the sides of his head, and that the chief
deity of the ISTascas of Peru was shown in precisely
the same form, even to the protruding tongue. It
would seem that this must have been more than a
mere coincidence, and yet we have no evidence to lead
us to think there was any relationship or connection
between the Nascans and the ancient Mexicans.
Tezcatlipoca, the air-god, whom I have already
mentioned, was also known as Nezahualpilli (Hun-
gry Chief) ; Yaotzin (the Enemy) ; Telpochtli (the
Youthful Warrior); Yoalli Ehecatl (Night Wind)
and Moneneque (Claimer of Prayer). He was re-
garded as the life-giver and death-dealer, and was
supposed to rush along the dark highways like a
wind, seeking persons whose time had come. Stone
benches for him to rest upon were provided by the
thoughtfully considerate Aztecs, and were placed be-
side the roads screened by foliage. It was believed
that if a person seized by this god should succeed in
overcoming him he would be granted whatever he
desired. This god was credited with being the orig-
inator of most of the Aztecs9 arts, and the guide in de-